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Message from the Founding President 
A note on our first year 

 

 

Dr. Arvind Shukla 
Founding President, 
Paleo ECR India 
Postdoctoral Fellow,  
The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, Israel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When we connect researchers, we create opportunities; when we work together, 

we strengthen the future of paleosciences” 

—Dr. Arvind Shukla, Founding President 
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Paleo ECR India was founded on  2 October 2025  with a simple  idea:
early-career  researchers  should  not  have  to  navigate  the  journey
alone. We envisioned a community that could bring together young
researchers  across  the  diverse  fields  of  the  paleosciences,  such  as
Paleoceanography,  Paleoclimatology,  Paleogeography,
Paleoecology,  Paleobiology,  Paleoenvironment, and  Paleotectonics,
creating  opportunities  to  connect,  learn,  share  experiences,
collaborate, and grow together.

Looking  back  at  our  first  year,  I  feel  immensely  proud  of  what  we
have  built  together.  Our  talk  series  created  a  space  for  scientific
exchange  and  interaction  with  researchers  across  different
institutions  and  career  stages.  We  also  worked  to  regularly  share
fellowships,  conferences,  jobs,  and  other  opportunities.  Most
importantly,  our  community  has  grown  to  more  than  500  ECRs,
demonstrating  the  strength  and  enthusiasm  of  the  paleoscience
community.

This journey would not have been possible without the dedication of
our  Mentors and  Working  Team  members.  I  sincerely  thank  all 
our  speakers,volunteers,  and  every  member  who  joined  us,
participated  in  our  activities, shared opportunities, and supported 
this initiative. Paleo  ECR India is truly a collective effort, and its 
growth belongs to all of  us.

As we begin 2026-27, I hope we can make this community even more
active,  inclusive,  and  collaborative.  I  invite  every  member  to
contribute  ideas,  participate  in  our  initiatives,  and  help  us  reach
more ECRs across India. Let us continue to learn from one another,
create opportunities, and grow together.
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About Paleo ECR India 
Connecting Early Career Researchers in Paleosciences 

 

Paleo ECR India brings together early-career researchers of Indian origin who work in the 

paleosciences worldwide. Founded on 2 October 2025, it provides ECRs with a place to share ideas, 

present their work, and find collaborators. 

 

Who is an ECR? 

Anyone within 10 years of 

completing their highest 

degree, or under 40 years of 

age: PhD students, 

postdoctoral researchers 

and early-stage faculty. 

Fields we cover 

• Paleoceanography 

• Paleoclimatology 

• Paleoenvironment 

• Paleoecology 

• Paleogeography 

• Paleotectonics. 

How we work 

Led by the Founding 

President, and run day to 

day by a 12-member 

Working Team of ECRs. 

What we do 

• Saturday Talk Series: online talks by experts and ECRs, with recordings on our YouTube 

channel. 

• Opportunities: PhD, postdoc, job and conference announcements shared in the WhatsApp 

group. 

• Visibility: members’ papers and research highlights promoted on LinkedIn and Instagram. 

• Community: a WhatsApp group of more than 500 early-career researchers. 

Our vision 

Our vision is to build a strong, supportive and inclusive network of early-career paleoscientists of 

Indian origin, working in India and across the world. We aim to promote collaboration, knowledge 

exchange, and professional growth, so that every member has a platform and opportunities to share 

their work and grow in their careers. Together, we hope to build a vibrant community that helps 

shape the future of paleoscience research. 
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Our First Year at a Glance 
The numbers and milestones that shaped 2025–26 

 

550+ 

members in the community 

5 

expert talks 

7  

ECR talks 

414 

opportunities shared 

1 

magazine feature 

1,600+ 

YouTube views 

Milestones 

2 October 2025 Paleo ECR India is founded 

27 December 2025 First talk of the Saturday Talk Series 

April 2026 Community crosses 500 members 

April 2026 Featured in Quaternary Chronicles, Vol. 8, No. 1 

September 2026 Working Team 2026-2027 announced 

10 October 2026 First Annual Day and Anniversary Special Talk 

 

 
First talk · 27 Dec 2025 

 
Quaternary Chronicles · Apr 2026 

 
Working Team 2026-27 · Sep 2026 
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Our Community 
Who our members are and where they work 

 

Since its founding on 2 October 2025, Paleo ECR India has grown into a community of more than 

500 early-career researchers working across diverse fields of the paleosciences. Our members 

represent different academic backgrounds, career stages, institutions, and research interests, 

united by a shared curiosity about Earth’s past. This section provides a snapshot of our community. 

Paleo ECR India began as a network for researchers of Indian origin, wherever they work. One year 

on, the 268 members (registered) who shared their location are spread across 82 cities in 13 

countries, from Goa to Göttingen and from Lucknow to Melbourne. 

Academic stage of members 

 

Primary field of research 
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Talk Series 
From seasoned experts to rising researchers 

 

The Paleo ECR India Talk Series brings together two complementary formats: talks by early career 

researchers and invited expert talks. Our ECR talks provide a platform for young researchers to 

present their work, increase the visibility of their research, connect with peers, and reach a wider 

scientific audience. Alongside these, our expert talks feature established researchers who share 

their scientific expertise, research journeys, and perspectives with the community. 

Over the year, the series has created opportunities for scientific exchange across institutions, 

disciplines, and career stages, with an average attendance of 65 participants per session. Recordings 

of selected talks are available on our YouTube channel, extending their reach beyond the live 

audience and making them accessible to the wider paleoscience community. 

5 

expert talks 

7 

ECR talks 

800 

total attendees 

1,600+ 
YouTube views 

Expert and ECR talks 

No. Date Speaker Designation Affiliation Title of the talk 

1 27 

Dec 

2025 

Dr. 

Upasana 

Banerji 

Paleoclimatolog

ist 

Dharamshala, 

Himachal Pradesh, 

India 

Abrupt Climatic Events 

(ACE) of the Holocene 

Epoch and the Indian 

Summer Monsoon 

2 17 Jan 

2026 

Dr. Partha 

Sarathi 

Jena 

Postdoctoral 

Researcher 

Shantou University, 

China 

Centennial-scale 

intensifications of the 

Atlantic Meridional 

Overturning Circulation 

during Heinrich Stadial 1 

3 31 Jan 

2026 

Dr. Rakesh 

Kumar 

Rout 

Postdoctoral 

Fellow 

Ariel University, 

Ariel, Israel 

Pyrite oxidation in the 

northwestern Himalayan 

Rivers: Sulfur and oxygen 

isotopic evidence for a 

long-term CO₂ source 

Membership form paleoecrindia.com

mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paleoecrindia/
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TRquOrehESfJdnphU6IuVlCxS_vOVmMRdh0E6iIcFJKAbw/viewform?usp=header
https://paleoecrindia.com/


   Paleo ECR India    Annual Report 2025–26 Talk Series 

paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com    LinkedIn    Instagram    YouTube 8 

No. Date Speaker Designation Affiliation Title of the talk 

4 7 Mar 

2026 

Dr. 

Shubham 

Tripathi 

Principal 

Project 

Associate 

Sophisticated 

Analytical & 

Technical Help 

Institute (SATHI), 

BHU, India 

Measuring Past Ocean 

Temperature Variability: 

Techniques and 

Uncertainties 

5 21 

Mar 

2026 

Dr. Himadri 

Saini 

Postdoctoral 

Research 

Fellow 

University of 

Melbourne, 

Australia 

Ocean circulation and Ice 

sheet controls on 

Australian Hydroclimate 

6 11 Apr 

2026 

Dr. Barnita 

Banerjee 

Scientist D CSIR-NGRI, India Southern whispers in the 

Northern sea: Paleo 

productivity and Climate 

linkages in the Bay of 

Bengal 

7 9 May 

2026 

Dr. 

Mahadev 

Rawat 

Project Scientist Borehole Geophysics 

Research 

Laboratory, Ministry 

of Earth Sciences, 

Karad, Maharashtra 

Illuminating the Past: 

Applications of OSL Dating 

in Quaternary Geoscience 

8 30 

May 

2026 

Dr. Ankit 

Yadav 

Assistant 

Professor 

Faculty of 

Geoscience and 

Geography, 

University of 

Goettingen, 

Germany 

Beyond the smoke: 

decoding and unravelling 

biomass burning 

signatures in 

environmental archives 

9 27 Jun 

2026 

Mr. 

Madhav 

Prasad 

Mishra 

Research 

Scholar 

Birbal Sahni Institute 

of Palaeosciences, 

Lucknow 

Black Carbon / Soot: An 

Important Climatic Forcer 

10 27 Jul 

2026 

Dr. Yama 

Dixit 

Associate 

Professor 

Centre for 

Atmospheric 

Sciences, IIT Delhi 

Holocene abrupt climate 

changes 

11 16 

Aug 

2026 

Dr. Sourav 

Mukhopad

hyay 

Assistant 

Professor 

Archaeological 

Science Group, 

Department of 

History, Captain 

Williamson Sangma 

State University, 

Tura, Meghalaya, 

India 

The Toba Supereruption 

and Human Prehistory: 

Current Debates, 

Challenges, and Future 

Directions 
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No. Date Speaker Designation Affiliation Title of the talk 

12 6 Sep 

2026 

Dr. Kumar 

Batuk Joshi 

Assistant 

Professor 

Department of 

Geology, Central 

University of 

Himachal Pradesh, 

Kangra, India 

Zircon Detectives: 

Decoding Source to Sink 

Moments from the series  
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Anniversary Special Talk
Paleo ECR India marks its first Annual Day with a special talk by Prof. Sunil

Kumar Singh, Director, CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography, Goa.

Past and Present Circulation Dynamics of the Indian Ocean

Saturday, 10 October 2026 · 11:00 AM IST · Online, Microsoft Teams
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Opportunities Shared 
Pathways for early career researchers 

 

Throughout the year, Paleo ECR India regularly shared PhD positions, postdoctoral fellowships, 

research and academic jobs, conferences, workshops, grants, and other opportunities with our 

community through our WhatsApp group and digital platforms. By bringing relevant opportunities 

directly to ECRs, we aim to reduce information gaps and ensure that our members have timely 

access to opportunities that can support their academic and professional journeys. 

We also welcome researchers, institutions, laboratories, universities, and organisations to share 

relevant opportunities with the Paleo ECR India community. If you would like to advertise a PhD 

position, postdoctoral opportunity, job opening, conference, workshop, fellowship, or other ECR-

relevant opportunity, please contact us at paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com. We are happy to help 

connect opportunities with the wider paleoscience community. 
  

414 

opportunities shared in our 
first year 

 

Success stories 

“I found good collaborators in the USA.” 

— Achuthan K B, PhD Scholar 

How we share 

Opportunities are shared through our WhatsApp community, LinkedIn posts, and Instagram posts 

and stories, with dedicated Opportunity Alert flyers created to make important openings easy to 

notice and share. Where appropriate, opportunities are also circulated by email to ensure they 

reach members through multiple channels. A few examples of our Opportunity Alert flyers are 

featured below. 
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Outreach and Digital Presence 
Where the community meets online 

 

Paleo ECR India stays connected with its members and the wider paleoscience community through 

WhatsApp, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube. The WhatsApp group is the main space for sharing 

information about conferences, workshops, jobs, and research opportunities. LinkedIn and 

Instagram carry our research highlights, and we reshare opportunities on Instagram. Recordings of 

our talks are uploaded to YouTube, so anyone can watch them later. 

500+ 

WhatsApp members 

350+ 

LinkedIn followers 

100+ 

Instagram followers 

100+ 

YouTube subscribers 

Promoting our members’ research 

We are committed to celebrating and amplifying the research contributions of our members. 

Throughout the year, we highlighted members’ newly published research through publication 

highlight posters on LinkedIn and Instagram, helping their work reach a wider audience, increase 

visibility within the paleoscience community, and encourage greater engagement with their 

research. 

If you would like us to highlight your research article, publication, or other scientific work, please 

feel free to reach out to us at paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com. We would be happy to help share 

your work with the wider community. 

Membership form paleoecrindia.com
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Find us online 
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paleoecrindia.com
Talks, recordings, research highlights, our team and the membership form, all in one place.

mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paleoecrindia/
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TRquOrehESfJdnphU6IuVlCxS_vOVmMRdh0E6iIcFJKAbw/viewform?usp=header
https://paleoecrindia.com/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Erdp5o6Aey37vA7EXxehFc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paleoecrindia/
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://paleoecrindia.com/


   Paleo ECR India    Annual Report 2025–26 In the Spotlight 

paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com    LinkedIn    Instagram    YouTube 15 

08 

In the Spotlight 
Paleo ECR India in Quaternary Chronicles 

 

In April 2026, Quaternary Chronicles (Vol. 8, No. 1), the magazine of the Association of Quaternary 

Researchers, featured Paleo ECR India in an article titled “Building a Global Network for Early Career 

Paleoscientists”. The feature covered our vision, the Talk Series and the team behind the 

community, bringing wider visibility to the group among paleoscience and Quaternary researchers. 

 
Courtesy: Quaternary Chronicles, Vol. 8, No. 1, April 2026 (Association of Quaternary Researchers) 
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Member Voices and Achievements 
What the community means to its members 

 

“I improved my speaking and presentation skills through various academic 

opportunities.” 

— Madhav Prasad Mishra, PhD Scholar, BSIP 

 

“I got the opportunity to present my research in the Paleo ECR India Saturday Talk 

Series.” 

— Dr. Rakesh Kumar Rout, Postdoctoral Fellow 

 

“I improved my networking skills by connecting with and learning from people in 

the field.” 

— Bhakti Shah, PhD Scholar, Working Team Member 
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Our Team 
The people behind Paleo ECR India 

Current Working Team (2026–27) 
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Looking Ahead: 2026–27 
Our plans for the second year 

 

Our first year was about building the foundation; our second year is about strengthening it and 

reaching further. In 2026–27, we aim to make Paleo ECR India more accessible, active, and valuable 

to the wider early career paleoscience community, while creating more opportunities for members 

to connect, learn, and collaborate. 

We will focus on expanding our community and strengthening our outreach to reach more early-

career researchers across India and create greater visibility for their research, achievements, and 

opportunities. Our digital platforms will continue to serve as important spaces for communication, 

scientific engagement, and community building. 

Our Talk Series will also evolve to include a wider range of learning opportunities. Alongside ECR 

and expert research talks, we plan to introduce additional instrumental, analytical, technical, and 

methodological sessions to provide practical knowledge and skills that support researchers in their 

day-to-day scientific work. 

Most importantly, we want 2026-27 to be a year of greater participation, collaboration, and 

collective growth. We invite every member to contribute ideas, share their expertise, participate in 

our initiatives, and help shape the next chapter of Paleo ECR India. 

Get involved 

Paleo ECR India is a community built by and for early career researchers, and its future depends on 

the ideas, participation, and contributions of its members. Whether you would like to give a talk, 

share an opportunity, highlight your research, contribute to outreach, volunteer with the team, or 

suggest a new initiative, there is a place for you in the community. 

If you have an idea or would like to contribute, reach out to us at paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com 

and be part of shaping the next chapter of Paleo ECR India.

Membership form paleoecrindia.com

mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paleoecrindia/
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TRquOrehESfJdnphU6IuVlCxS_vOVmMRdh0E6iIcFJKAbw/viewform?usp=header
https://paleoecrindia.com/
mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
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The first year of  Paleo ECR India has been made possible by the generosity, time, enthusiasm, and

continued support of many individuals and organisations. We are deeply grateful to everyone who

contributed to building and strengthening this community.

• Our  speakers:  We  sincerely  thank  all  our  expert  and  early-career  researcher  speakers  who 
shared their research, knowledge, experiences, and career journeys with our community. Their 
willingness to engage with ECRs has been central to the success of our Talk Series.

• Our  Mentors:  Our  Mentors  are  the  founding  members  who guide  the  vision  and  growth  of 
Paleo  ECR  India  and  support  our  early  career  researchers  along  the  way.  We  extend  our 
sincere  gratitude  to  Dr.  Sudheer  Bhadra,  Dr.  Pradyumna  Singh,  Dr.  Jeet  Mazumdar, Dr.

Deepak  Kumar  Jha,  Dr.  Sayed  Azharuddin,  Dr.  Upasana  Banerji,  and  Dr.  Partha  Sarathi 
Jena  for  their  guidance,  ideas,  constructive  discussions,  and  continued  support  in 
shaping  the  vision and foundation of Paleo ECR India.

• Working Team:  We are grateful to our Working Team members, who generously volunteered 
their time and efforts throughout the year. From organising talks and coordinating activities to 
sharing opportunities, managing communications, and supporting our digital platforms, their 
contributions have kept the community moving forward.

• Partners and supporters:  We thank the Association of Quaternary Researchers and Quaternary 
Chronicles for featuring Paleo ECR India and helping us extend our reach. We are also grateful 
to the institutions, networks, and individuals who supported, promoted, and encouraged our 
initiatives during the year.

• Our  members:  Above  all,  we  thank  every  member  of  the  Paleo  ECR  India  community.  Your 
participation, questions, discussions, research, ideas, and willingness to share opportunities are 
what  give  this  community  its  purpose  and  energy.  Paleo  ECR  India  exists  because  of  its 
members, and its future will continue to be  shaped by them.

mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paleoecrindia/
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TRquOrehESfJdnphU6IuVlCxS_vOVmMRdh0E6iIcFJKAbw/viewform?usp=header
https://paleoecrindia.com/


 

 

J O I N  U S  

Be part of the community 

Give a talk, share an opportunity or join the Working Team. Scan the code below or write to us. 

 

  

Register here as a Member Watch on YouTube Follow on Instagram 

paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com 

 

    Paleo ECR India  ·  Connecting Early Career Researchers in Paleosciences 

 

V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E

paleoecrindia.com
Talks, recordings, research highlights, our team and more.

mailto:paleoecrindia2025@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7TRquOrehESfJdnphU6IuVlCxS_vOVmMRdh0E6iIcFJKAbw/viewform?usp=header
https://www.youtube.com/@PaleoECRIndia2025
https://www.instagram.com/paleoecrindia/
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